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their cottages, to allow them to take wood in the forests and
share the pasturage; above all, he had the right to take from the
peasants lands they held on precarious title or for a limited term.
The result was to enlarge the great domains at the expense of
the small holdings and to convert the great majority of the ten-
ants into mere day labourers. When, in 1850, a law was passed
to protect the rights of tenants of this class, only a few of them
remained.

Thus it has happened that, throughout the whole former King-
dom of Prussia, society has continued to be aristocratic. The
great land-owning nobles have greatly enlarged their domains;
only a minority of the peasants have become landowners, even
at the expense of surrendering a part of their holdings. The
others are only agricultural labourers, employed by and de-
pendent upon the great proprietors.

In Posen, where the government made no effort to humour
the great landowners, who were Polish nobles, the proprietors
were forbidden to suppress the peasant tenures (1819), and
smaller payments were required in redemption of the seigniorial
rights; the settlements also were much more quickly made. But
there also the smaller holders were excluded from these benefits.

In the western provinces the reform had been already accom-
plished, the peasants had become landowners, and rural society,
especially in the Rhine Province, was already democratic.

The financial reorganization of the kingdom was effected be-
tween 1815 and 1820, The war had left a floating debt and a
yearly deficit of 10,000,000 thalers.* A five per cent, loan was
negotiated at 72 (1817). The King, in order to save the credit
of the state, directed that the debt operations should be kept
secret. Its amount was set at 180,000,000 thalers, with a sinking-
fund designed to reduce it. The King pledged himself not to
contract a further loan, " except with the consent and under the
guarantee of the future assembly of the Estates of the Kingdom "
(1820).

In order to get rid of the deficit, the budget was revised with an
economy so rigid that the gross expenditure was reduced to about
5,000,000 thalers, The King cut down his personal expenses
to the lowest terms. He announced that the budget should
be published every third year, in order that everybody might see
that not a penny was demanded beyond the actual necessities

ssian thaler was equivalent to about seventy-five cents.